
LENTEN SCRIPTURE
REFLECTIONS 

The Lord holds in his hand the coin given him by those who questioned whether the
census tax should be paid. They answered “Caesar”! So he says “give to Caesar what
belong to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” It begs the question, “what belongs
to God?” The answer is whatever has his likeness and inscription on it, we do! How
aware are we that God has made us in his image and likeness? What return to we make
to God for our lives? How generous are we with him? Are we willing to give our lives to
him?
What else do we owe to God, what do we need to pay him? Our tithing? Our charity to
the poor and needy? Our forgiveness of our neighbor? Our penances and sacrifices?
What else do we owe him?

"“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” (Mt. 22:20)
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This question is important for us. We ought to always let him know our answer. What do
we think of him? What could we call him?
This is a question of faith? Do we truly believe that Our Blessed Lord is God? Do we
submit ourselves entirely to him? Do we give him our past, our present, our future?

“What you think of the Christ? Whose son his he?” (Mt. 22:42)

1.

2.

The Lord could ask us the very same question, “will he find faith in us?” How often do we
loose our faith? How weak or strong is our faith? Have we learned to trust the Lord will
everything? Do we worry too much?  
Belief requires action, do we demonstrate our faith? To work to making our faith grow?
Do we pray to the Lord for greater faith? Do we truly believe in him? Do we believe that
he is our God?

“But when the Son of Man comes will he find faith on earth?” (Lk. 18:8)
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The Lord asked his apostles this question on the night of Holy Thursday. The apostles
were in slumber. How often are we lazy, lukewarm, or complacent? Are we good
stewards of our time? Are we quick to fulfill our duties at work, at home, to our family?  
This question also concerns our prayer life. Do we make time for a robust prayer life?
Do we make excuses for not praying or not attending to our God? Have we grown
spiritually lazy? What can we do to overcome our laziness?   

“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?” (Mt. 26:45)
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Consider this question the Lord poses to Judas, why are you here? He knows why,
Judas has evil intent. How often do we hear the Lord ask us why we so easily fall into
sin or plot evil? In what circumstance in your life has the Lord asked you, ‘why are you
here?’, why are you at this point in your life, why have you made this decision, what are
you about to do?  
How often does our conscience inform us of our evil intentions or actions and we
ignore it only later to be overwhelmed with guilt? How often does it happen to us over
and over again? Hear the Lord asking you, ‘why are you here’?

"“Friend, why are you here?” (Mt. 26:50)
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How often must the Lord want to ask us this? Are we slow to understand what he is
asking us? Are we slow to learn the hard lessons that we wouldn’t learn by listening to
him? Do we still not see or hear his words spoken to us? Are our hearts hardened? Do
we struggle to love him as we should?  
What can I do more to learn, to understand to grow in my faith in Jesus Christ? What
in my life gets in my way? Is it someone? Is it something? Do I have addictions or bad
habits that drive me from the Lord and learning what he wants to teach?

"“Do you not yet understand or comprehend? Are your hearts hardened?” (Mk. 8:17)

1.

2.

The Lord has given us many talents and gifts to assist us in fulfilling our responsibility
to God, to our country and society, to our family and our employment. How do I use
my gifts? Am I responsible and make good use of my resources and gifts? Am I
prepared to answer the Lord when he asks how well I have used my gifts?
The Lord is generous with his gifts to us, how well do we use our time? Do we waste
time? Do we spend time on things that are not important? Do we waste time using
social media? Do we waste time at work? Do then often complain that we do not
have enough time to give to God?

"“Who then is the faithful and wise steward whom his master has set over his household,
to give them their food at the proper time?” (Mt. 24:45)
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